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TODAY
Partly sunny.

51° / 29°

FRIDAY
Partly sunny.

55° / 37°

SATURDAY
Little p.m. rain.

56° / 43°
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Jo C. Goode
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FALL RIVER — The case 
against Jasiel Correia II took 
a turn on Monday when his 
former chief of staff Gen 
Andrade asked a federal judge 
to set a hearing to change 
her plea of not guilty on six 
counts of public corruption. 
Now questions arise on how 
this could affect the former 
mayor’s own legal challenges 
as a trial looms in February.  

The Rule 11 hearing was 
granted on Tuesday by U.S. 

District Judge Douglas P. 
Woodlock for Dec. 14 in a 
remote proceeding in Boston 
that will be available for 
viewing by the public.  

On Wednesday, Woodlock 
canceled a pre-trial confer-
ence for both defendants that 
was scheduled for today, with 
a notation that the hearing 
would be set sometime in 

January and after Andrade’s 
anticipated guilty plea to fed-
eral charges.

Defense attorney Will 
Flanagan, a former Fall River 
mayor who has his own sto-
ried past with Correia, said 
Andrade’s possible plea of 
guilty could impact Corrreia’s 
criminal trial.  

“I would say it’s definitely 

a game changer because the 
person who was going to be 
sitting at the defense table 
with him, mounting a defense 
against charges brought 
against him, could now be 
potentially sitting in the wit-
ness chair to testify against 
him,” said Flanagan.  

The bond that Correia and 
Andrade had going into the 

trial is potentially broken, 
said Flanagan.  

“Something has changed 
which has enticed Gen. We 
don’t know what is going 
to happen, but she could be 
changing her not guilty plea 
to guilty. So, something has 
changed,” said Flanagan. 
“He’s the last man standing.” 

Correia is facing two dozen 

federal charges for extorting 
about $600,000 from four 
marijuana vendors seeking 
letters of non-opposition and 
host agreements and bilking 
nearly $300,000 from inves-
tors who invested in his now 
defunct company, SnoOwl.   

Andrade is accused of 

U.S. v CORREIA: WHAT CHANGES?

Charles Winokoor
Herald News Staff Reporter

The Jewish Festival of Lights is 
about to become part of the 
COVID-19 Zoom generation.

Cantor Shoshana Brown of Fall 
River’s Temple Beth El says she came up 
with the idea of sharing the tradition of 
lighting the candles, reciting a prayer and 
singing a song or two with her congre-
gants.

The Hanukkah Zoom will be trans-
mitted at 5:30 p.m. the first and last 
nights of the eight-night and eight-day 
holiday — which according to Jewish law 
marks the rededication in 165 BCE of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem.

The first night of Hanukkah is today, 
Dec. 10; it ends in the evening on Friday, 
Dec. 18.

Brown and her husband Rabbi 
Mark Elber have conducted services for 
Temple Beth El since July 2013.

“It will be short, maybe 20 minutes 
with two or three songs,” Brown said.

She said the last time members of 
the congregation were allowed inside 
the temple to attend services was in 
September during the High Holy Days of 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Special precautionary measures at the 
time were in place to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Brown says there’s a good reason that 
weekly, religious services on the morn-
ings of Monday and Thursday, as well 
as every Friday evening and Saturday 
morning, have been held remotely.

“The median age of our congregation 
is about 80. It’s not worth the risk to our 
community,” she said.

The night-to-night lighting of candles 
of one through eight — each of which is 
placed in a menorah — is meant to sym-
bolize a miracle of sorts.

According to the Hebrew Talmud, 
following the battle victory of the 
Maccabees over a Greek Seleucid Empire 
militia, it was discovered there was only 
enough “sacred” olive oil left to burn 

T H E  FEST IVAL  OF  L IGHTS  . . .  AND ZOOM :
A  V I R T U A L  H A N U K K A H  S E R V I C E  I N  F A L L  R I V E R 

Herald News pHoto by CHarles wiNokoor

Temple Beth El cantor Shoshanah Brown and her husband Rabbi Mark Elber, seen here in a September photo, will conduct a Zoom Hanakkuh celebration 
on the first and final nights of the holiday, beginning tonight.

Chief of staff’s plea request could leave former mayor ‘last man 
standing’ as he faces federal charges of fraud and extortion

The host will let you in soon

Hanukkah Sameach! 
(HAPPY HANUKKAH!)

Hanukkah, the Festival of 
Lights, begins this year in the eve-
ning of Thursday, Dec. 10. It ends 
in the evening of Friday, Dec. 18. 
Hanukkah is celebrated for eight 
days, in honor of the miracle of the 
oil that lasted eight days in the Holy 
Temple. On each day, candles on a 
nine-branched candelabrum are lit, 
starting with one candle and adding 
one more each day. Blessings over 
the candles are chanted and festive 
songs are sung, commemorating the 
Maccabean Revolt.

NOT SO SURE • PAGE A7
Poll: Almost half of Mass. residents want to wait to take 
the COVID-19 vaccine until others have taken it.

RELIEF CHECKS ON TABLE
Package would send $600 to most Americans, but 
eliminate a $300/week jobless benefit. PAGE B1
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Chris Lisinski
State House News Service

The Baker administra-
tion plans to distribute 
300,000 COVID-19 vaccines 
over the next three months 
to Massachusetts residents 
and workers who face the 
highest risks for the virus, 
starting its immunization 
rollout by focusing on 
health care workers, long-
term care facilities, first 
responders and congregate 
care settings.

In one of the most 
optimistic signs yet that 
relief from the gruesome 
pandemic is on the way, 
state officials charted a clear 
course Wednesday to make 
the long-awaited vaccine 
widely available, pending 
approval of its emergency 
use by the Food and Drug 
Administration.

The three-phase plan 
is scheduled to roar into 
action this month with the 
first 60,000 doses set to 
arrive by Dec. 15. About 
300,000 doses, including 
both Moderna- and Pfizer-
manufactured vaccines, 
should arrive by the end of 
the month.

By the spring, millions 
more doses should land 
in Massachusetts, and the 
general public could start 
accessing immunization free 
of charge as soon as mid-
April.

The first phase will make 
vaccines available to those 
critical to keeping the health 
care system running and 
others who are most at risk 

for COVID-19. It will start 
with health care workers 
involved in pandemic 
response.

“Clinical and non-
clinical health care workers 
doing direct care and 
COVID-facing care are 
at the highest risk for 
COVID-19 exposure due 
to what they do every day,” 
Gov. Charlie Baker said 
at a press conference held 
about nine months after 
the pandemic ramped up in 
Massachusetts. “Providing 
this group with the vaccine 
first will protect them from 
exposure and ensure that 
they can continue to pro-
vide health care to others 
safely.”

Through the rest of 
the phase, doses will then 
become available to long-
term care residents and 
staff, first responders, 
workers and residents at 
congregate care settings 
such as shelters and correc-
tional facilities, home-based 
health care workers and 
those in the health field who 
are not involved in COVID 
care.

In phase two, aimed to 
begin around mid-February 
and make more than 1.9 
million doses available, 
adults with two or more 
comorbidities that create 
risks for COVID-19 com-
plications would be first in 
line, followed by workers in 
fields such as transit, K-12 
and early childhood educa-
tion, sanitation, and grocery 

Baker outlines  
state COVID 
vaccination plan

staff pHoto by Matt stoNe/ MediaNews Group/bostoN Herald

Gov. Charlie Baker updates the commonwealth’s COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution plan on Wednesday in Boston. 

Turn To VACCINE, Page a5
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in the menorah for a single 
night.

The “miracle” was that 
it lasted eight nights, which 
Brown says represents “the 
continuation of the Jewish 
people.”

“It’s a very minor holiday,” 
compared to other religious 

holidays on the Jewish cal-
endar, Brown said, but one 
that engenders celebration 
and optimism.

Brown said Hanukkah, 
which usually occurs in 
December and often includes 
the exchange of cards and 
gifts, has come to represent 
an equivalent of sorts to 
Christmas in the minds of 
many Christians.

Rabbi Elber said he hopes 
the Hanukkah Zoom version 
helps fill a void created by the 

current coronavirus, which 
so far has led to the deaths of 
around 285,000 Americans.

In more than one previous 
year, Elber said, a Klezmer 
band was hired to play Eastern 
European Jewish dance music 
in the temple for one of the 
days of Hanukkah.

“We’ve always had an 
afternoon party with music 
and food,” he said, adding 
that the Zoom version “is a 
great way to keep it alive and 
vibrant.”

Elber said invitations to 
take part in the Hanukkah 
Zoom are limited to temple 
members to prevent anyone 
from hacking in and making 
anti-Semitic remarks.

He said he conducts all 
Zoom prayer services from his 
home as opposed to inside the 
temple building.

Temple Beth El president 
Steve Silverman said sharing 
the holiday remotely is “the 
best alternative we have” and 
“a great choice for people to 

see each other.”
Cantor Brown said the 

only conceivable silver lining 
in terms of the pandemic, as 
far as Zoom prayer services 
is concerned, is that some 
former congregants who no 
longer live in the area are able 
to partake using their home 
computers.

She cited the examples 
of one woman in her 90s 
living in a New Jersey assisted 
living facility and another 
elderly woman who resides in 

Chestnut Hill.
Rabbi Elber said Hanukkah 

traditionally starts as the 
moon wanes and concludes 
with a move towards “new 
light.”

Placed in the context of the 
current pandemic, Elber said 
that lunar progression is prob-
ably an apt metaphor for the 
much-anticipated arrival of an 
effective COVID-19 vaccine.

“God willing, as they say, 
and with good science,” he 
said.

SERVICE
Continued from Page A1

aiding Correia in the extor-
tion of marijuana vendors, in 
September 2019.

Somerset attorney and 
radio talk show host Steven 
Sabra said the terms of 
Andrade’s new plea with the 
federal prosecutors, which 
would require Woodlock’s 
approval, will determine how 
Correia’s case is affected.  

If part of the plea deal 
with the federal prosecutors 
for Andrade does include 
her taking the witness stand 
against her former boss, “it 
would definitely make his 

case harder,” Sabra said.  
“Although an experienced 

attorney like Correia’s lawyer, 
Kevin Reddington, would 
have certainly anticipated this 
as a possibility,” Sabra said. 
“It certainly doesn’t help his 
case but it’s pretty sort of 
standard operating procedure 
for prosecutors in these kinds 
of cases. There is a lot of pres-
sure on defendants to plead 
guilty or to work out some 
type of cooperation agree-
ment out in these circum-
stances.”  

If Andrade does change 
her plea during the Dec. 14 
hearing, she will join three 
other co-conspirators in 
Correia’s alleged marijuana 
extortion scheme.  

Local businessmen 

Antonio Costa and David 
Hebert and Correia’s former 
Bristol County Training 
Consortium director and 
childhood mentor, Hildegar 
Camara, pleaded guilty in 
September 2019 on con-
spiracy and extortion charges 
for their role in the plan and 
lying to investigators. 

They are awaiting sen-
tencing and are expected to 
testify for the prosecution in 
the criminal trial. 

Correia and Andrade, who 
tried but failed to get the 
judge’s approval to sever her 
trial from the former mayor’s 
trial, were to go to trial on 
Feb. 2 on the public corrup-
tion case. 

If Andrade pleads guilty, 
Correia will likely be facing 

a trial that will include the 
SnoOwl fraud case and a total 
of 24 federal charges against 
him, adding more challenges 
in his case. 

Correia could possibly 
accept his own plea deal, if 
offered by federal prosecu-
tors. 

Defense attorney and 
former City Councilor David 
Dennis said that in gen-
eral there is always a plea 
deal for every defendant in 
criminal cases, whether or 
not a person is interested in 
accepting one. 

“I think given the posture 
of this case is such, that if 
they were to offer him one, I 
don’t know how good a deal 
they would be willing to offer 
at this point. And especially 

if they have people who are 
cooperating witnesses, that 
Gen Andrade would be,” said 
Dennis. 

U.S. Attorney Andrew 
Lelling held packed press 
conferences just hours after 
Correia’s arrest on Oct. 11, 
2018 on the fraud charges 
and on Sept. 6, 2019 on the 
extortion charges. 

He accused Correia of 
defrauding investors in 
SnoOwl to fund a lavish-
lifestyle” and “essentially run 
that town as a pay-to-play 
institution” in the political 
corruption case. 

But Lelling, who was 
appointed as Boston’s U.S. 
attorney by President Donald 
Trump, could be replaced 
before the February trial. 

The three local defense 
attorneys don’t necessarily see 
it as affecting the case against 
Correia, though.  

“My personal opinion is 
the case is so far down the 
road that I think that the 
number of indictments that 
he has and the fact that’s he’s 
a public figure, my guess that 
it’s such a high-profile case 
they certainly are going to go 
forward,” Dennis said. 

If there is a change in U.S. 
Attorney, Dennis said what 
could be affected is if Correia 
is convicted, the amount of 
prison time could be different 
from what a Lelling adminis-
tration could request. 

Email Jo C. Goode at 
jgoode@heraldnews.com.
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stores, then adults 65 years 
old and older and individuals 
with just one comorbidity.

The third and final phase, 
when the vaccine would 
become available to everyone 
else in Massachusetts who 
falls outside those groups, is 
targeted for the spring. Baker 
said the “approximate goal” 
is April.

All but two hospitals in 
Massachusetts will receive 
vaccines from the first 
shipment, according to 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Marylou Sudders, 
whether directly from the 
manufacturers, from the state 
Department of Public Health, 
or from other hospitals.

Facilities that get doses 
directly from Pfizer are 
already equipped with the 
necessary “ultra-cold freezer 
storage” to keep vaccines at 
-70 degrees Celsius, Sudders 
said.

They will not be the only 
sites where residents can 
access the vaccine, though: 
as the state builds up its 

infrastructure and receives 
more doses, many different 
health care locations will be 
equipped to conduct vaccina-
tions.

Crucially, vaccines will be 
offered for free with no out-
of-pocket charges or copay-
ments from insurers.

“When available, all health 
care institutions, including 
our hospitals, community 
health centers and private 
medical offices will have 
access to the COVID-19 
vaccine for their patients,” 
Sudders said. “Many medical 
professionals can administer 
the vaccines: doctors, nurses, 
dentists, other licensed clini-
cians, pharmacists, pharmacy 
interns, pharmacy techs, para-
medics and certified medical 
assistants under supervision.”

Those living or working in 
long-term care facilities will 
not need to travel. Under a 
federal partnership with CVS 
and Walgreens, representa-
tives from the pharmacies will 
go to all long-term care loca-
tions to vaccinate staff and 
residents on-site.

The long-term care 
industry has been devastated 
by the pandemic, with nearly 
two-thirds of the more than 
11,000 COVID deaths in 

Massachusetts occurring in 
facilities.

Members of the advisory 
group that developed the plan 
centered equity as a focus 
of the effort, acknowledging 
that the virus has wrought 
disproportionate damage on 
communities of color and on 
lower-income areas.

During the distribution’s 
second phase, a 20 percent 
vaccine allocation will go to 
communities with high social 
vulnerability and more potent 
COVID-19 impacts.

“This was complex and 
difficult work,” said Rev. 
Liz Walker of the Roxbury 
Presbyterian Church, a 
member of the advisory 
group. “Everybody rolled up 
their sleeves, put in the time 
and did what was necessary. 
Communities of color and at-
risk populations will be prior-
itized throughout this process 
in order to preserve life and 
prevent serious complica-
tions from COVID-related 
illnesses.”

Tim Foley, executive vice 
president of the 1199 SEIU 
union that represents tens 
of thousands of health care 
workers, said the plan to pri-
oritize those on the front lines 
of pandemic response is “the 

right call.”
“It is imperative that the 

healthcare and home care 
workers who have been the 
heroes of this healthcare crisis 
be given the protection they 
need to continue working 
safely in all care settings,” 
Foley said in a statement. 
“Access to COVID-19 testing 
and vaccination of workers 
helps to protect patients, and 
the communities they live in.”

With Wednesday’s 
announcement of a plan and 
timeline, hope is more promi-
nently on the horizon. But 
officials cautioned repeatedly 
against easing up prema-
turely.

Both the Moderna and 
Pfizer vaccines — the two 
that appear most likely to get 
imminent federal authoriza-
tion, according to Baker — 
require two doses three to 
four weeks apart.

Dr. Paul Biddinger, 
director of Massachusetts 
General Hospital’s Center for 
Disaster Medicine and the 
head of the advisory group, 
said it could take six weeks 
after vaccination for an indi-
vidual to achieve immunity.

Even if all of the out-
standing variables such as 
authorizations and supply 

chains fall into places, 
Biddinger said it could take 
six to nine months to “reach 
a good chunk of the country” 
with vaccines.

Those who receive a vac-
cine should continue to 
follow the now-familiar 
COVID precautions such as 
wearing face masks in public, 
he said.

“What we know about vac-
cines is that they dramatically 
lower your risk of needing 
hospitalization or dying. They 
protect you,” he said. “What 
we don’t know is whether 
they completely prevent you 
from getting a low-level infec-
tion or transmitting the ill-
ness.”

“In other words, I could be 
vaccinated, but I can have a 
cold, maybe so small I don’t 
notice, but that means I put 
others around me at risk,” 
Biddinger continued. “Until 
we get to high enough levels 
of vaccination, we need to be 
following the same guidance 
all together. I can’t take my 
mask off because I’ve been 
vaccinated.”

Biddinger also stressed 
that those who have had 
COVID already — a group in 
Massachusetts that includes 
more than 240,000 people — 

should not shy away from a 
vaccine.

Under current U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
guidance, anyone who has 
had a confirmed COVID case 
should wait three months 
before receiving a vaccine, he 
said, but those with infections 
older than that can still gain 
from the vaccine’s protec-
tions.

American Civil Liberties 
Union of Massachusetts 
Executive Director Carol Rose 
praised the Baker administra-
tion’s plan for emphasizing 
equity, particularly because 
it ensures inmates in cor-
rectional facilities — where 
several major outbreaks have 
occurred — will be included 
in the first phase.

“Making vaccines avail-
able to incarcerated people 
is an important step toward 
containing COVID-19 inside 
and outside of these facilities 
and providing constitution-
ally mandated medical care, 
but Governor Baker and 
other leaders should also act 
now to reduce incarceration 
levels and increase testing so 
that more people are alive to 
receive the vaccine when it 
becomes available,” Rose said 
in a statement.

VACCINE
Continued from Page A1

Marcy Gordon 
and Michael R. Sisak
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Federal regulators on 
Wednesday sued to force a 
breakup of Facebook as 48 
states and districts accused the 
company in a separate lawsuit 
of abusing its market power 
in social networking to crush 
smaller competitors.

The antitrust lawsuits were 
announced by the Federal 
Trade Commission and 
New York Attorney General 
Letitia James. The FTC spe-
cifically asked a court to force 
Facebook sell off its Instagram 
and WhatsApp messaging 
services.

“It’s really critically impor-
tant that we block this preda-
tory acquisition of companies 
and that we restore confidence 
to the market,” James said 
during a press conference 

announcing the lawsuit.
The FTC said Facebook 

has engaged in a “a system-
atic strategy” to eliminate its 
competition, including by 
purchasing smaller up-and-
coming rivals like Instagram 
in 2012 and WhatsApp in 
2014. James echoed that in 
her press conference, saying 
Facebook “used its monopoly 
power to crush smaller rivals 
and snuff out competition, 
all at the expense of everyday 
users.”

The FTC fined Facebook 
$5 billion in 2019 for privacy 
violations and instituted new 
oversight and restrictions on 
its business. The fine was the 
largest the agency has ever 
levied on a tech company, 
although it had no visible 
impact on Facebook’s busi-
ness.

Facebook called the gov-
ernment actions “revisionist 
history” that punishes suc-

cessful businesses and noted 
that the FTC cleared the 
Instagram and WhatsApp 
acquisitions years ago. “The 
government now wants a 
do-over, sending a chilling 
warning to American busi-
ness that no sale is ever final,” 
Facebook general counsel 
Jennifer Newstead said in a 
statement that echoed the 
company’s response to a 
recent congressional antitrust 
probe.

Facebook is the world’s 
biggest social network with 2.7 
billion users and a company 
with a market value of nearly 
$800 billion whose CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg is the world’s 
fifth-richest individual and the 
most public face of Big Tech 
swagger.

James alleged Facebook 
had a practice of opening its 
site to third-party app devel-
opers, then abruptly cutting 
off developers that it saw as a 

threat. The lawsuit — which 
includes 46 states, Guam 
and the District of Columbia 
— accuses Facebook of anti-
competitive conduct and 
using its market dominance 
to harvest consumer data and 
reap a fortune in advertising 
revenues.

“For years, Facebook has 
used its monopoly power as a 
social networking website to 
stifle competition and inno-
vation and to sell alarming 
amounts of user data to make 
money, all at the expense of 
the many people who use its 
platform,” North Carolina 
Attorney General Josh Stein, 
who was on the executive 
committee of attorneys gen-
eral conducting the investiga-
tion, said in a news release.

James said the coalition 
worked collaboratively with 
the FTC but noted the attor-
neys general conducted their 
investigation separately.

“Personal social net-
working is central to the lives 
of millions of Americans,” Ian 
Conner, director of the FTC’s 
Bureau of Competition, said 
in a statement. “Facebook’s 
actions to entrench and 
maintain its monopoly deny 
consumers the benefits of 
competition. Our aim is to 
roll back Facebook’s anticom-
petitive conduct and restore 
competition so that innova-
tion and free competition can 
thrive.”

The suit alleges that 
Facebook executives including 
Zuckerberg, “quickly rec-
ognized that Instagram was 
a vibrant and innovative 
personal social network 
and an existential threat to 
Facebook’s monopoly power.”

Facebook paid $1 billion 
for Instagram, bolstering the 
social networking platform’s 
portfolio a month before 
its stock went public. At the 

time, the photo-sharing app 
had about 30 million users 
and wasn’t producing any 
revenue. Zuckerberg vowed 
both companies would be run 
independently, but over the 
years the services have become 
increasingly integrated. Users 
are now able to link accounts 
and share content across the 
platforms. Instagram now 
has more than 1 billion users 
worldwide.

Facebook acquired 
WhatsApp, an encrypted 
messaging service, for $19 bil-
lion. When Facebook bought 
WhatsApp, it said it “fosters 
an environment where inde-
pendent-minded entrepre-
neurs can build companies, set 
their own direction and focus 
on growth while also ben-
efiting from Facebook’s exper-
tise, resources and scale. This 
approach is working well with 
Instagram, and WhatsApp will 
operate in this manner.”

U.S. government, states sue Facebook over conduct


